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From the Chair, by James S. Dyer:  

During this past year, I had the privilege of chairing the 1992 Decision Analysis 
Publication Award Committee. The winners of this award, announced at the 
ORSA/TIMS meeting in San Francisco, were Bob Clemen and Bob Winkler for their 
paper "Unanimity and Compromise Among Probability Forecasters" published in 
Management Science in 1990. Once again, in 1993 I plan to chair the Decision Analysis 
Publication Award for the best paper in decision analysis that appeared in the open 
literature in 1991.  

I believe that this publication award is a valuable activity of the Decision Analysis SIG, 
since it allows us to recognize outstanding efforts by our colleagues. These awards should 
also help to highlight those types of publcations that we hold in the highest esteem, and 
should establish standards for others to emulate.  

Although I was generally pleased with the process that lead to the 1992 award, and 
certainly believe that we identified an appropriate winner for this past year, I do have 
some suggestions that should improve the process in the future.  

First, the suggestion was made in Council Meeting that we should allow authors to 
nominate their own publications. One of the difficulties in previous years has been that 
we have not received a significant number of nominations from other members of the 
SIG, and the list of candidates for the award is often generated by the chairman and the 



committee. By encouraging individuals to review their own publications from the 
appropriate year, in this case 1991, I hope that we can obtain a more representative group 
of nominations for this award.  

Second, I would like to encourage members of the SIG who belong to sub-groups that 
also publish in more focused journals to ensure that the appropriate publications are 
considered by our committee. For example, Ward Edwards noted that our publication 
awards committee from last year might not include sufficient representation from the 
medical decision making and the behavioral decision making fields, and suggested that 
we specifically invite nominations from members of those groups.  

We followed his suggestions, and added some very worthy candidates from these areas 
that might otherwise have been overlooked.  

Because the SIG is aligned with ORSA, we do have some bias toward articles that are 
published in the journals of TIMS and ORSA. I would appreciate your cooperation in 
ensuring that we also identify outstanding articles that relate to the field of decision 
analysis from such journals as Econometrica, Theory and Decision, The Journal of 
Medical Decision Making, and so on. Please take an active role in the nomination 
process, think of your own papers, and submit your suggestions to me prior to April 15, 
1993, if possible. I look forward to hearing from you, and to the prospect of an extremely 
difficult choice of the winner of the 1993 Decision Analysis Publication Award from an 
outstanding set of papers.  

 

Clemen and Winkler Win Publication Award. At the SIG Membership meeting in San 
Francisco, Jim Dyer presented the 1992 Decision Analysis Publication Award, for the 
best publication of 1990, to Bob Clemen and Bob Winkler for their article, "Unanimity 
and Compromise Among Probability Forecasters", which appeared in the July 1990 issue 
of Management Science. Each will receive a plaque, and they will share the $750 cash 
prize. Jim Dyer will chair next year's competition as well.  

 

McKenzie Wins Student Paper Award. The 1992 Student-Paper competition, chaired by 
Ross Shachter, was won by Craig McKenzie for his paper, "The Accuracy of Intuitive 
Judgment Strategies: Covariation Assessment and Bayesian Inference". Craig presented a 
summary of his paper during the SIG meeting in San Francisco and will receive a plaque 
and $500 cash prize. Jim Smith at Duke will chair next year's student-paper competition.  

 

New Address: Decision Science Associates, Inc., the Principals of which are Rex V. 
Brown, James O. Chinnis, Jr., and Jacob W. Ulvila, has relocated to 10980 Poplar Ford 
Trail, Manassas, VA 22110-2106; the phone is (703) 754-0284 for both voice and fax.  



 

Hutton Barron Bitnet. The last Newsletter incorrectly reported Hut Barron's BITNET 
number. It should have read FBARRON@UA1VM: one, not L! The Editor apologizes 
and promises to try harder to keep the fax straight.  

 

Track Chairs - Bill Balson was applauded at the SIG meeting for having organized an 
outstanding set of sessions for the San Francisco meeting. Gordon Hazen and Don Keefer 
are track chairs for the Spring `93 (Chicago) and Fall `93 (Phoenix) meetings 
respectively, both of which are now fairly firmly limned. George Wu is organizing SIG 
sessions for the Spring `94 meeting in Boston, and interested individuals should contact 
him at the Harvard Business School, Soldiers Field, Boston, MA 02163.  
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